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in the summer of 2009, Creative Commons Netherlands and 
wikimedia Netherlands organized a month-long photo 
competition. wiki loves art/Nl called on museum visitors, 
photographers and wikipedians to take pictures of artworks 
held in the collections of 46 Dutch museums. Museums that 
usually have strict rules prohibiting or limiting photos taken 
by visitors instead opened up temporarily to a mixed crowd 
of tripod-carrying photo enthusiasts, creating an impressive 
range of imagery. in total, 5.413 pictures were uploaded, 
tagged and added to the wiki loves art/Nl Flickr group.  

after the wiki loves art/Nl competition, graphic designer 
Hendrik-Jan Grievink came up with a proposal for 
documenting the project. it resulted in this book, which 
consists of three types of content. the core of the book is a 
collection of photos from the competition, categorized and 
commented upon. there are also four essays written by 
experts in the field that reflect on the broader context of the 
project. last, but certainly not least, there are remixes of the 
photographic material, made by artists and designers.  
these shed a new light on the existing material, and more 
importantly, they highlight an interesting conclusion of the 
project: adequate resources about (historic) material online 
leads to fertile ground for cultural production in the future. 
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all content in the book is structured through keywords and 
can be read either randomly or in alphabetical order.  

when we conceived of wiki loves art/Nl (with inspiration 
from a similar project that had taken place in the Us and the 
Uk some months before), we had three objectives. we 
wanted to show novel ways for museums to interact with 
their visitors in a collaborative way; we wanted to increase 
the amount of artworks from Dutch museums available on 
wikipedia; and we wanted to bring museums in contact with 
wikipedia so they could experience working together.

looking back at wiki loves art/Nl we can conclude that the 
project has made a substantial contribution to all of its goals. 
Many of the pictures taken during the competition have 
been added to wikimedia Commons and used to illustrate 
wikipedia articles. More importantly, though, is the fact that 
since the end of the project we have seen lots of other 
collaborations between cultural heritage organizations and 
wikipedia in the Netherlands. For cultural heritage 
organizations, it has become increasingly obvious that, in 
their quest to reach online audiences, wikipedia is a very 
complementary partner with whom they share a number of 
core objectives.   
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one of the challenges of working together with wikipedia 
lies in the fact that it requires cultural heritage institutions to 
look at copyright in a different way. instead of using copyright 
as a tool to control access to their works and limit distribution, 
institutions need to embrace a culture of sharing. 

Making available information, data and photos under 
conditions that allow anyone to re-distribute, publish and 
even manipulate these works may sound like a risky 
proposition to organizations which often have long and 
distinguished histories of carefully selecting, preserving and 
presenting works in their collections. if, on the other hand, 
cultural heritage institutions want to address a public that is 
migrating online with increasing speed, the material held by 
them needs to become available for everyone to re-use, share 
and to build upon. For the institutions, this means embracing 
the public as a partner who can help in their mission to collect 
and make available our shared knowledge and culture online.

with this publication we want to encourage cultural heritage 
institutions to adopt these principles. in our eyes, this 
process of opening up is one of the ways of ensuring that the 
great public cultural institutions of the 20th century will 
continue to belong to the public in the 21st century. 
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aMateUr 

community

user

you

According to the well known 
British expert on innovation and 
creativity, charles Leadbeater, 
amateurs are increasingly 
pursuing their work to 
professional standards. much of 
the debate following this theory 
focuses on how well amateurs 
succeed in becoming, well… 
just like professionals. But how 
interesting is that? maybe the 
most important lesson to be 
learned is that professionals 
sometimes could be more like 
amateurs in the original sense 
of the word – a ‘lover of’. this 
book is all about love: for art, 
photography, knowledge… and 
amateurs!

A
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aPProPriatioN

detAiL

Lucky crop

metAdAtA

A
metahaven is a studio in 
Amsterdam, the netherlands, 
focusing on design and research, 
founded by daniel van der Velden 
and Vinca kruk. metahaven uses 
design as a tool to speculate 
about possible futures and often  
re-interpret existing images as  
a visual strategy. For this book, 
metahaven created a scenario 
where creative commons 
licensed imagery from the  
WLA/nL and Wikimedia 
commons databases is given  
a second life in corporate 
advertisements.
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arCHive

community

oWnership

shAre ALike

the dutch national Archive 
made over 1000 photographs 
from the famous AneFo 
collection available to Wikipedia 
in september 2010. the 
collection held a large set of 
portraits of dutch politicians 
from 1960 and onwards. Within 
months this collection was 
viewed on Wikipedia over 2 
million times. Although the 
project was not crowd sourced, 
it shows the potential of making 
material freely available. A large 
archive like the dutch national 
Archive can play a role in making 
cultural heritage available to 
the masses. they can do so by 
adopting the same licensing 
scheme as the WLA /nL project. 

A
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artist

context

shAre ALike

you

A
According to hans Aarsman, 
there are always two people 
in a photo: the photographer 
and the viewer. Following this 
statement, we have at least five 
people involved.  First of all, 
there is Vincent’s interpretation 
of himself. Also, the two men 
with the photo and video 
cameras, add yet another two 
layers of interpretation: the 
artist looking at the artist’s 
interpretation of the artist
with a camera. And lastly, 
the photographer of this photo. 
he makes all other layers visible 
with his own twist. everyone 
inside and outside of this photo 
is adding to the whole. A03
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B
Bias

npoV 

quAntity

x-FActor

B01

quistnix (photographer of B01) 
discovered that mchangsp 
(photographer of B02) made an 
almost identical photo, which 
was later digitally altered. When 
pointing this out on the Flickr 
discussion board a thread about 
bias ensued: is it, after taking 
a photo, accepted to make 
changes to the depicted reality 
in order for the subject to stand 
out more? An interesting remark 
is that the context (the smoke 
detector on the seiling) of the 
object (the lamp) is important 
to appreciate the whole. the 
photo should – in this line of 
thinking – capture the situation 
as is without the bias of the 
photographer. 
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BrUsHstrokes

detAiL

eyes

Lucky crop

in the stroke of a brush, the 
detailed movements of the painter 
become visible. however, digital 
reproductions rarely show the 
texture of a painting. Fortunately, 
this was happily compensated 
by WLA/nL photographers who 
zoomed into the brushstrokes. 
not only to show the details of a 
painting, but also to create a new 
work of art.

B
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BY

metAdAtA

shAre ALike

you

000 / FliCkr User / UPloaD Date / PartiCiPatiNG MUseUM / artist / title / D

Foto coLLection AneFo / Bert VerhoeFF / memBer oF the d66 pArty secret

museum / Vincent VAn GoGh / seLF portrAit As An Artist / 1888 B01

/ 21.06.2009 / nAi huis sonneVeLd / W.h. Gispen / pendeLLAmp Giso / 

/ 1928 B04 tiAnnA B / 23.06.2009 / VAn GoGh museum / Vincent VAn Go

tWenthe / isAAc isrAËLs / rendez Vous de chAsse / 1928 C01

oosterWiJk / 25.06.2009 / inG Art coLLection / theo L’herminez / the soccer pLA

C04 micheLe LoVes Art / 04.06.2009 / tropenmuseum / — / shiVA nA

micheLe LoVes Art / 20.07.2011 / WWW.WikipediA.orG / — / shiVA nA

D04/D05/D06 mArtiJn streeFkerk / 20.06.2009 / BoiJmAns VAn BeuninGen / Jheronimus Bosch

GoGh museum / Vincent VAn GoGh / sunFLoWers / 1889 e01 mA

one Who Looks you in the eyes / 2008 e02 FreddiAno / 25.06.2009 / inG 

eyes / 2008 e03 Fychu / 27.06.2009 / inG Art coLLection / piet VAn den Boo

25.06.2009 / inG Art coLLection / piet VAn den BooG / you cAn onLy 

/ piet VAn den BooG / you cAn onLy WALk With the one Who Looks you in the eyes / 2008 

onLy WALk With the one Who Looks you in the eyes / 2008 e07

oosterWiJk / 25.06.2009 / inG Art coLLection / michALe ryAn / cAFe AmericAin B

L’herminez / oLd mAn / 1984 e10/e11 AndreVAnB / 16.06.2009 / ALLArd pierson museum / 

25.06.2009 / inG Art coLLection / Ans mArkus / pierrot / 1992 e13

e14 mArJoLein BenArd / 25.06.2009 / inG Art coLLection / AnnemArie Busschers / seLF portrAit / 2006 

/ nicoLe montAGne / WomAn With red dress / 1995 e16 mischA _de_

hAJekA / 25.06.2009 / inG Art coLLection / Ans mArkus / pierrot / 1992 

e19 mArceL oosterWiJk / 25.06.2009 / inG Art coLLection / BernArdien s

/ piet VAn den BooG / triLoGy rouGe / 2000 e21 mArceL ooster

AndreVAnB / 16.06.2009 / ALLArd pierson museum / — / detAiL oF eGyptiAn sArcophAGus / 1

/ theo L’herminez / WomAn With cAt / 1986 e24 minke WAGenAA

/ 25.06.2009 / inG Art coLLection / piet VAn den BooG / soLid Vision / 2007 

tupAn / 2008 e27 ronkerkhoVen / 29.06.2009 / VAn GoGh museum / p

ALLArd pierson museum / — / detAiL oF eGyptiAn sArcophAGus / 1

rouGe / 2000 F01 kennisLAnd / 23.06.2009 / VAn GoGh museum F02/F03

1493 G01 eFrAA / 10.06.2009 / WWW.GooGLe.com / FirmA Gispen / 

com / 28.17.2011 / riJksmuseum / remBrAndt VAn riJn / compAny oF FrAns B

GoGh museum / Vincent VAn GoGh / BAsket With pAtAtoes / 1885 

museum / Vincent VAn GoGh / BAsket With pAtAtoes / 1885 i03 m

minke WAGenAAr improVed By VerA Butter / 23.06.2009 impro

B
everybody who makes 
something, stands on the 
shoulders of giants. the question 
when it comes to crediting is: 
how big are the shoulders, how 
tall are the giants, how little are 
the pygmies? on the following 
pages, you can find the names 
of all the photographers whose 
work is featured in this book, 
but also the names of the artists 
whose work they captured. 
What do you think, should we 
have credited the makers of the 
painting frames as well?
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atiNG MUseUM / artist / title / Date // a01 LAurine_ / 29.06.2008 / VAn GoGh museum  a02 nL-hAnA _ AneFo / 28.09.2010 / 

Foto coLLection AneFo / Bert VerhoeFF / memBer oF the d66 pArty secretAry oF stAte LAurens JAn Brinkhorst / 1977 a03 kennisLAnd / 22.06.2008 / VAn GoGh 

B01 quistnix! / 28.08.2009 / nAi huis sonneVeLd / W.h. Gispen / pendeLLAmp Giso / 1933 B02 mchAnGsp 

21.06.2009 / nAi huis sonneVeLd / W.h. Gispen / pendeLLAmp Giso / 1933 B03 AndreVAnB / 23.06.2009 / riJksmuseum tWenthe / isAAc isrAËLs / rendez Vous de chAsse

Vincent VAn GoGh / WheAtFieLds under thundercLouds / 1890 B05 AndreVAnB / 23.06.2009 / riJksmuseum 

C01 mystic_mABeL / 28.09.2009 / GrAphic desiGn museum / BeLAstinGdienst enVeLop C02 mArceL

’herminez / the soccer pLAyers / 1972 C03 e V e / 01.07.2009 / inG Art coLLection / dick pieters / sWimmers / 1993 

 / shiVA nAtArAJA C05 micheLe LoVes Art / 20.07.2011 / WWW.GooGLe.com / — / shiVA nAtArAJA C06

 / shiVA nAtArAJA C07 micheLe LoVes Art / 20.07.2011 / WWW.ALAiVAni.com / — / shiVA nAtArAJA D01/D02/D03/

VAn BeuninGen / Jheronimus Bosch / the WAyFArer / circA 1493 D07 WikiphotophiLe / 24.06.2009 / VAn 

mArJoLein BenArd / 25.06.2009 / inG Art coLLection / piet VAn den BooG / you cAn onLy WALk With the 

no / 25.06.2009 / inG Art coLLection / piet VAn den BooG / you cAn onLy WALk With the one Who Looks you in the 

Art coLLection / piet VAn den BooG / you cAn onLy WALk With the one Who Looks you in the eyes / 2008 e04 JAnkie / 

ou cAn onLy WALk With the one Who Looks you in the eyes / 2008 e05 petertF2 / 25.06.2009 / inG Art coLLection 

Who Looks you in the eyes / 2008 e06 hAJekA / 25.06.2009 / inG Art coLLection / piet VAn den BooG / you cAn 

e07 mArceL oosterWiJk / 25.06.2009 / inG Art coLLection / Ans mArkus / pierrot / 1992 e08 mArceL

An / cAFe AmericAin By dAy / 1993 e09 mArceL oosterWiJk / 25.06.2009 / inG Art coLLection / theo 

B / 16.06.2009 / ALLArd pierson museum / — / detAiL oF eGyptiAn sArcophAGus / 1st century Ad e12 hAJekA / 

e13 mArceL oosterWiJk / 25.06.2009 / inG Art coLLection / mAArten WeLBerGen / ALter eGo Vii / 2007 

AnnemArie Busschers / seLF portrAit / 2006 e15 mArceL oosterWiJk / 25.06.2009 / inG Art coLLection 

ischA _de_muynck / 28.06.2009 / zeeuWs museum / ABrAAm romBouts / portrAit AnnA de Looper / 1627 e17

Ans mArkus / pierrot / 1992 e18 mArceL oosterWiJk / 25.06.2009 / inG Art coLLection / FrAncien krieG / Frozen / 2008 

Art coLLection / BernArdien sternheim  / perocompLex / 2004 e20 mArceL oosterWiJk / 25.06.2009 / inG Art coLLection 

osterWiJk / 25.06.2009 / inG Art coLLection / corstiAAn de Vries / the present stAirWAy / 1990 e22

AiL oF eGyptiAn sArcophAGus / 1st century Ad e23 mArceL oosterWiJk / 25.06.2009 / inG Art coLLection 

enAAr / 25.06.2009 / inG Art coLLection / piet VAn den BooG / erWin oLAF / 2008 e25 mArJoLein BenArd 

Vision / 2007 e26 minke WAGenAAr / 25.06.2009 / inG Art coLLection / AnnemArie Busschers / hArry 

Gh museum / pAuL GAuGAin / seLF-portrAit With portrAit oF BernArd / 1888 e28 AndreVAnB / 16.06.2009 / 

AiL oF eGyptiAn sArcophAGus / 1st century Ad e29 minke WAGenAAr / 25.06.2009 / inG Art coLLection / piet VAn den BooG / triLoGy 

Gh museum F02/F03 quistnix! / 21.06.2009 / BoiJmAns VAn BeuninGen / Jheronimus Bosch / the WAyFArer / circA

GLe.com / FirmA Gispen / desk LAmp / circA 1930 H01 imAGe mAde By hendrik-JAn GrieVink usinG WWW.GooGLeArtproJects.

Any oF FrAns BAnninG cocq And WiLLem VAn ruytenBurch / 1642 i01 minke WAGenAAr / 23.06.2009 / VAn 

toes / 1885 i02 minke WAGenAAr improVed By VerA Butter / 23.06.2009 improVed on 22.06.2011 / VAn GoGh 

minke WAGenAAr / 23.06.2009 / VAn GoGh museum / Vincent VAn GoGh / BAsket With pAtAtoes / 1885 i04

utter / 23.06.2009 improVed on 22.06.2011 / VAn GoGh museum / Vincent VAn GoGh / BAsket With pAtAtoes / 1885 J01 WWW.
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GooGLe.com / 28.17.2011 k01/k02/k03/k04/k05/k06 AdFoto / 23.06.2009 improVed on 21.06.2011 / BoiJmAns 

hiVersum dudok dependAnce / FirmA Gispen / desk LAmp / circA 1930 M01 mchAnGsp / 21.06.2009 / nAi huis sonneVeLd / 

petite dAnseuse de quArtorze Ans / museum BoiJmAns VAn BeuninGen, rotterdAm; in LoAn From BoiJmAns VAn BeuninGen Found

/ edGAr deGAs / LittLe dAncer oF Fourteen yeArs / 1922 N03 thedoGG / 20.06.2009 / BoiJmAns VAn BeuninGen / edGAr deGA

VAn BeuninGen / edGAr deGAs / LittLe dAncer oF Fourteen yeArs / 1922 N05 JpA2003 / 11.06.2009 / BoiJmAns 

21.06.2009 / BoiJmAns VAn BeuninGen / edGAr deGAs / LittLe dAncer oF Fourteen yeArs / 1922 N07 kW

1922 N08 urViLLe dJAsim  / 27.06.2009 / BoiJmAns VAn BeuninGen / edGAr deGAs / LittLe dAncer oF Fourteen 

dAncer oF Fourteen yeArs / 1922 o01 imAGe mAde By hendrik-JAn GrieVink / 22.06.2011 P01 LeGALizeFreedom / 05.06.2009 / FrAns hAL

1532 P02 hAJekA / 17.05.2009 / FrAns hALs museum / mAerten VAn heemskerck / st Luke pAintinG the Vir

pAintinG the VirGin / 1532 P04 tAinA B / 29.06.2009 / VAn GoGh museum / Vincent VAn GoGh / heAd oF A W

P06 mArJoLein BenArd / 25.06.2009 / inG Art coLLection / qiAnGLi LiAnG / LittLe thouGht no. 2 / 2005 P07

/ 1631 P08 mArceL oosterWiJk / 25.06.2009 / inG Art coLLection / BernArdien sternheim / perocompLex / 2004 

mArceL oosterWiJk / 25.06.2009 / inG Art coLLection / BArend BLAnkert / eArthLy pArAdise / 1994-1995 

hAJek A / 17.06.2009 / FrAns hALs museum / JohAnnes corneLisz Verspronck / the reGentesses oF the h

/ BernArdien sternheim / perocompLex / 2004 P14 hAJekA / 17.06.2009 / FrAns hALs museum / JAn VAn scoreL / 

pAchAnGo / 15.06.2009 / ALLArd pierson museum / — / Bronze heAd oF romAn Boy / circA 270 Ad P16 

cAt / 1991 P17 kWispeLtAiL / 20.06.2009 / BoiJmAns VAn BeuninGen / edGAr deGAs / LittLe dAncer oF Fourteen 

WomAn With siGAret And cAt / 1991 q01 micheLeLoVesArt / 23.06.2009 / VAn GoGh museum / Vincent VAn 

VAn GoGh / seLF portrAit With FeLt hAt / 1888 q03 tiAnA B / 26.06.2009 / VAn GoGh museum / Vincent VAn Go

/ Vincent VAn GoGh / seLF portrAit With FeLt hAt / 1888 q05 e V e / 23.06.2009 / VAn GoGh museum / Vincent 

/ Vincent VAn GoGh / seLF portrAit With FeLt hAt / 1888 q07 BLikstJinder / 29.06.2009 / VAn GoGh museum / 

GoGh museum / Vincent VAn GoGh / seLF portrAit With FeLt hAt / 1888 q09 VuurVLinder / 01.07.2009 / VAn Go

/ VAn GoGh museum / Vincent VAn GoGh / seLF portrAit With FeLt hAt / 1888 q11/q12 JAnkie / 23.06.2009 / 

26.06.2009 / VAn GoGh museum / Vincent VAn GoGh / seLF portrAit With FeLt hAt / 1888 q15 mchAnGsp / 13.06.2009 / tropenmuseum / 

AiyAnAr horses q17/q18 mchAnGsp / 13.06.2009 / tropenmuseum / — / AiyAnAr horses q19 Wendier / 

— / AiyAnAr horses q21/q22 Wendier / 15.06.2009 / tropenmuseum / — / AiyAnAr horses r01 sAn....... / 

nL r02 mchAnGsp / 26.06.2009 / Verzetsmuseum s01 AndreVAnB / 23.06.2009 / riJksmuseum tWente / J

VAn GoGh / the LAnGLois BridGe / 1888 s03 WikiphotophiLe / 24.06.2009 / VAn GoGh museum / Vincent V

isrAËLs / rendez-Vous de chAsse / 1928 s05/s06 WWW.WikipediA.orG / 22.05.2011 / — / pieter BrueGeL the eLder / 

t08 ritAniLA / 23.06.2009 / BoiJmAns VAn BeuninGen / BoiJmAns VAn BeuninGen siGnAGe U01/02 minke WAG

v02 screenshot By hendrik-JAn GrieVink / 25.06.2011 / WWW.nAtionALeBeeLdBAnk.nL w01 eFrAA / 

AndreVAnB / 23.06.2009 / riJksmuseum tWenthe / isAAc isrAËLs / rendez Vous de chAsse / 1928 w03 roB

/ nederLAnds openLuchtmuseum / rietVeLd / VAcAtion home / 1951 w05 kAtteFretter / 23.09.2009 / het AdmirALiteitshuis / F. snip / siLVer chest 

micheLeLoVesArt / 25.06.2009 / inG Art coLLection / piet VAn den BooG / triLoGy rouGe / 2000 w07

/ 26.06.2009 / het AdmirALiteitshuis / theAter prop / theAter prop / 2004 w09 mchAnGsp / 21.06.2009 / nAi huis sonneVeLd / 
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Ved on 21.06.2011 / BoiJmAns VAn BeuninGen / courtyArd in BoiJmAns VAn BeuninGen l01/l02 eFrAA / 10.06.2009 / musuem 

sp / 21.06.2009 / nAi huis sonneVeLd / — / huis sonneVeLd LiVinG room / circA 1930 N01 edGAr hiLAire GermAin deGAs / 

An From BoiJmAns VAn BeuninGen FoundAtion, rotterdAm N02 quistnix! / 21.06.2009 / BoiJmAns VAn BeuninGen 

VAn BeuninGen / edGAr deGAs / LittLe dAncer oF Fourteen yeArs / 1922 N04 ritAniLA / 23.06.2009 / BoiJmAns 

2003 / 11.06.2009 / BoiJmAns VAn BeuninGen / edGAr deGAs / LittLe dAncer oF Fourteen yeArs / 1922 N06 quistnix! / 

kWispeLtAiL / 20.06.2009 / BoiJmAns VAn BeuninGen / edGAr deGAs / LittLe dAncer oF Fourteen yeArs / 

s / LittLe dAncer oF Fourteen yeArs / 1922 N09 kWispeLtAiL / 20.06.2009 / BoiJmAns VAn BeuninGen / edGAr deGAs / LittLe 

izeFreedom / 05.06.2009 / FrAns hALs museum / mAerten VAn heemskerck / st Luke pAintinG the VirGin / 

AintinG the VirGin / 1532 P03 FrAns hALs museum / — / FrAns hALs museum / mAerten VAn heemskerck / st Luke 

Gh / heAd oF A WomAn / 1885 P05 nGc981 / 25.06.2009 / inG Art coLLection / piet VAn den BooG / erWin oLAF / 2008 

Art coLLection / qiAnGLi LiAnG / LittLe thouGht no. 2 / 2005 P07 hAJek A / 17.06.2009 / FrAns hALs museum / FrAns hALs / portrAit oF corneLiA cLAesdr VooGht 
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c01

CataloGUe

AmAteur

npoV

unLockinG

professional reproduction 
photography isn’t the easiest 
genre to appreciate. these 
kind of photographs look rather 
‘boring’, as their only goal is 
to document the object for art 
catalogues, outside its context. 
many WLA/nL photographers 
interpreted the objects in a much 
more personal way, but still 
maintained to produce catalogue 
worthy material. mystic mabel, 
for example, took a picture for 
the Graphic design museum 
in Breda of one of the most 
notorious icons of dutch design 
in its own habitat: a dutch tax 
envelope on her doormat.

C
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Liam Wyatt is the Wikimedia 
Foundation’s cultural 
partnerships Fellow (also 
knowns as Galleries, Libraries, 
Archives, museums, or ‘GLAm’), 
based in sydney, Australia.

CoMMUNitY

cAtALoGue

npoV

upGrAde

C
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CoMMUNitY
CUratioN BY
 liaM wYatt
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Notes

1 this differentiation was first elaborated by former Wikimedia Australia president Brianna Laugher in 2008. 
2 A phrase articulated by Jay rosen in 2006.
3 GLAm is the acronym used by Wikipedians to describe the professional cultural sector - Galleries, Libraries, Archives and 

museums (and sometimes covering related fields of broadcasting or education). Wikimedia, as opposed to Wikipedia, refers to 
the gamut of sister-projects (and their respective communities) alongside Wikipedia including Wikimedia Commons, WikiBooks, 
Wiktionary....

4 more information about this project is at : Wikipedia  Bundesarchiv
5 Whilst this data is publicly available, it is quite obscure to find: http://toolserver.org/~magnus/glamorous.php?doit=1&catego

ry=images+from+the+German+Federal+Archive&use_globalusage=1&ns0=1&depth=9 and http://toolserver.org/~magnus/
baglama.php?group=images+from+the+German+Federal+Archive&date=201003

6 the "error reports” page can be seen at : Wikipedia  Bundesarchiv/error_reports. most commentary is in German.
7 the homepage of this project is : Wikipedia tropenmuseum
8 the advice page can be found at : Wikipedia GLAm and the full legal information about this copyright license can be found at 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses 
9 the full policies for these can be read at : Wikipedia nor
10 this policy can be seen at : Wikipedia Verifiability
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CoNsUMarize

AppropriAtion

oWnership

re-use

coralie Vogelaar works as an 
artist/designer and lives in 
Amsterdam, the netherlands. 
in her work, she critiques all 
kinds of media phenomena 
by reversing their inner logic. 
For this book, she hits where 
it hurts: coralie observed that 
museums are reluctant to give 
away digital reproductions of 
their unique objects d’art, partly 
because of the money they 
make with merchandizing. she 
created a catalogue for a diy 
museum giftshop, filled with 
products that can be ordered 
online. Will the museumshop 
outperform the museum itself 
one day?

C
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CoNsUMarize 
BY Coralie  
voGelaar
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Cake icing
6,95

HOW TO ORDER
1. Download Anna de Looper and Maarten van Heemskerck at Flickr.com/groups/wikilovesart
2. Go to Gefelicitaart.nl and customise your cake
3. Upload the picture to the product
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thong
12,95

HOW TO ORDER
1. Download Isaac Israel at  Flickr.com/groups/wikilovesart
2. Cut out the signature in photoshop
3. Go to Yoursurprise.com and customise your thong
4. Upload the picture to the product
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HOW TO ORDER
1. Download Saraceni Sebastian at Flickr.com/groups/wikilovesart
2. Go to Hema.nl and customise your lamp
3. Upload the picture several times to the product

lampshade
69,–
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watch
34,90

HOW TO ORDER
1. Download Venus and Adonis by Titian at Flickr.com/groups/wikilovesart
2. Go to Mypix.com and customise your watch
3. Upload the picture and enlarge
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Porcelain
9,95

HOW TO ORDER
1. Download Hindelooper and Plate station Harlingen at Flickr.com/groups/wikilovesart
2. Go to Photodeluxe.nl and customise your plate
3. Go to Personalgifts.nl and customise your tiles and mug
4. Upload the pictures to the products

WLA_opmaak.indb   64 18-08-11   14:27



WLA_opmaak.indb   65 18-08-11   14:27



office
supplies
6,90

HOW TO ORDER
1. Download Peter Williams at Flickr.com/groups/wikilovesart
2. Go to Mypix.com and customise your document holder and ruler
3. Go to Personalgifts.nl and customise your cd/dvd case, backpack, mug, mouse pad
4. Upload the picture to the products
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sneaker 
49,90

HOW TO ORDER
1. Download Massacre of the Innocents at Flickr.com/groups/wikilovesart
2. Go to Mypix.com and customise your sneaker
3. Upload the picture
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CoNtext

AmAteur

JuxtApose

oWnership

When we could ask a painting 
where it would present itself to 
the world, would its answer be: 
‘the museum’?

c02

C
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CYCle

GooGLiFicAtion

shAre ALike

surpLus

Wiki Loves Art/nL photos go 
through a continuous cycle of 
online use. uploaded to Flickr, 
ingested by Wikimedia, added 
to Wikipedia articles, indexed by 
Google, added to personal blogs, 
and so on. this is made possible 
through a creative commons 
shareAlike license.

C
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c05

c06 c07
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Detail 

Brushstrokes

portrAit

Lucky crop

d02

D
d01

you will know a good museum 
guide by the ability to show 
you things that you would 
normally miss. intriguing details 
are literally highlighted by a 
knowledgeable person. Also, 
you get an insight into what he 
thinks is important in the art 
works. martijn streefkerk, the 
photographer behind the photos 
on this page, does exactly the 
same. By framing, zooming 
and cropping the painting The 
Wayfarer by Jheronimus Bosch, 
he shows us in great detail what 
he thinks is worth showing and 
what we might normally miss. 
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d04

d06d05

d03
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Artists play with colours, lights, 
sceneries expressions and 
perspectives to create a dramatic 
effect. sometimes a piece of art 
does not have the intention to be 
dramatic. however, a photographer 
can, with the right ingredients 
such as camera position or light, 
create his own dramatic image, 
which other visitors would not 
even notice when just passing by. 
After being photographed by Flickr 
user Wikiphotophile the Van Gogh’s 
Sunflowers will never be the same…

DraMa 

npoV

perspectiVe

portrAit

D
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eYes

detAiL

FAscinAtion

npoV

E

e05

e01

e02

e03

e04

e06

in some cultures, it is believed 
that taking a photograph will steal 
the soul of the person who’s 
picture is taken. in the western 
world, this is considered a myth. 
however, we do know the saying 
that ‘looking is stealing’. And since 
the visual arts are the domain of 
the human eye, one could argue 
that all art equals some kind of 
theft. it is no wonder that eyes are 
the centrepoint of many artpieces, 
and if they are not… we make 
them so. Like in this collection of 
eyes, photographed as objects in 
themselves by Wiki Loves Art/nL 
photographers. don’t look at them 
for too long, they may want their 
soul back.
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F01

FasCiNatioN

Artist

AmAteur

you

much of the WLA/nL project 
was about picking the ‘forbidden 
fruit’: normally, photographers 
and art museums are not the 
best of friends. WLA/nL was 
a reconciliation day. museums 
opened up their doors to its 
natural enemy to find out that 
it does not hurt to see people 
actively engaging with art. the 
whole idea behind WLA/nL is to 
‘extend’ the fun factor of art into 
eternity. how many more people 
enjoy what is normally behind 
museum walls, now that art is 
made available in the realms of 
Wikipedia? 

F
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FraMiNG

hoLy GrAiL

quALity

surpLus

Around the 15th century, a 
painting was often made on a 
single piece of wood – the frame 
was literally an inseparable part 
of the whole. Later, frames 
were added for either aesthetic 
or practical reasons. paintings 
were re-framed due to changes 
in taste and workmanship. 
this work, The Wayfarer by 
Jheronimus Bosch (circa 1493) 
was originally part of a triptych 
about extravagance and avarice.  
this piece was part of the wings, 
which means that it was never 
intended to be framed.

F02

F
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GooGliFiCatioN

cycLe

tAG

Winners

G

G01

in a Googlified society, online 
visibility is everything. And this 
also goes for the arts. A well 
photographed, described and 
tagged image of any object will 
show up in Google search results 
faster, such as the winning 
picture of the Wiki Loves Art/
nL contest of a dutch classic, a 
Gispen desk lamp.
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HolY Grail

context 

unLockinG

x-FActor

imagine a world in which every 
single person has free access 
to the sum of human cultural 
production, starting with access 
to all visual representations. 
to excellent digital images of 
as many different works of art 
from museums all over the 
world, online available in the 
highest possible resolution and 
quality, for free, to be studied, 
shared and remixed without 
any restrictions (free after 
Wikipedia’s mission).

H

h01
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iCoNiFiCatioN

AppropriAtion

detAiLs

recApture

I
pinar&Viola is an independent 
design studio based in 
Amsterdam, the netherlands. 
they create what they call 
‘ecstatic surfaces’: lovingly 
crafted from existing images 
and hyper detailed surfaces 
that comment on (popular) 
visual culture. For this book, 
pinar&Viola combined two types 
of ‘idols’; classical iconographic 
statues, combined with 3d 
modellings of contemporary 
idols. the portraits are set 
against ‘ecstatic surfaces’ that 
consists of remixed elements 
from works of art photographed 
during the WLA/nL contest.
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iMProveD

mAnipuLAte

quALity

zero comments

the two photos on the left 
were tagged ‘plain picture, no 
photoshop’ by the maker. it may 
sound like an excuse to some: 
sorry, no time, these are all i can 
give you. the tag could also be 
intended to hedge the maker 
against any critique: i didn’t use 
photoshop to improve these 
photos, although i acknowledge 
the fact that it would have been a 
sensible thing to do. the photos 
on the right show what a little ‘fast 
photoshop’ (here: perspective 
and white balance correction) 
can achieve. But how much can 
photoshop fix when the original is 
not great either? 

I
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I
iNteNtioN

detAiL

mAnipuLAte

Lucky crop

hans Aarsman is a former 
photographer, who worked 
as a photo journalist at dutch 
newspaper trouw and published 
a series of books about 
photography. he now writes 
about photography in dutch 
newspapers and is known for 
the Aarsman Collection, a series 
of witty and profound analysis of 
newsphotos in de Volkskrant.  
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JUxtaPose

context

GooGLiFicAtion

tAG

J
once uploaded, digital art 
falls prey to the metacrawlers, 
searchbots and ranking systems 
of the digital realm. it will 
be indexed, ranked, linked, 
downloaded, renamed, uploaded 
again and juxtaposed with 
hundreds of others images in 
visual context that its makers 
never dared dream of, not to 
mention the museum curators 
and historians. But when it 
manages to survive, it may live in 
the internet museum for… well, 
for how long? nevertheless, 
even in a search entry, art does 
what it’s supposed to do: it 
speaks to our imagination. J01
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k01

ko4

kaleiDosCoPe

detAiL

FAscinAtion

perspectiVe

K
A museum visit can be a 
kaleidoscopic experience. 
Who doesn’t recognize the 
feeling of being overwhelmed 
by all these objects that, beautiful 
or ugly, withstand the passage 
of time better that you, mortal 
creature? But sometimes, 
the museum building itself 
becomes a kaleidoscope, and 
the Boijmans van Beuningen in 
rotterdam takes this literally. no 
wonder that on sunday, 21st  of 
June Flickr user Adfoto pointed 
his panasonic dmc Fz20, 
pointed and shot. the museum 
becomes the object of art itself.
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lUCkY CroP 

context

FrAminG

Winner

the winning WLA/nL photo 
was elected by a professional 
jury because of it’s photographic 
qualities, but it seems that the 
judges were fooled by the maker. 
or were they? the photographer, 
after making the photo, uploaded 
it to her computer, viewed it on 
substantial screen real estate 
and decided that it could not 
compete unless most of it 
was cut away. this of course, 
is far from fooling the jury – it 
is presenting the reality in an 
optimal form. 

L

L02
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For a long time it was possible 
to manipulate a photo without 
anyone noticing. not because 
manipulators in the analogue 
past were so much better in 
covering up their cut and paste 
work, but because metadata did 
not exist yet. nowadays, every 
process that a photo undergoes, 
even inside the camera’s body, 
is recorded in digital pieces of 
information. secrets are hard 
to keep in the digital age. the 
maker of this image made an 
almost seamless panoramic 
composition of several photos 
using photoshop.

m01

MaNiPUlate

BiAs

metAdAtA

Winners

M
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MetaData

ArchiVe

npoV

unLockinG

M
Lust is a graphic and interactive 
design studio based in the hague, 
the netherlands with a design 
philosophy that revolves around 
process-based and generative 
design. For this publication, 
they researched and visualized 
the problematic complexity 
of describing, organising and 
archiving digital images. or in 
this case, one particular image: 
Self Portrait with Felt Hat (1888) 
by Vincent van Gogh. if you 
consider that most art comes 
to us via digital reproductions 
on screens instead of museum 
walls – how is it with the 
curatorial skills of tomorrows 
search engines?
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A picture of a painting of a portrait of a white man with an 
orange beard, wearing a blue jacket and a grey hat. The 
painting hangs against a light grey or white wall that has a 
slightly red tone, most likely a result of how the camera 
lens interpreted the light and its color spectrum. The paint‑
ing has two spot lights on it, which is clear from the two 
drop shadows under and slightly to the left of the painting. 
The light comes from above, making a dark shadow on  
the top few centimeters of the painting, which on the pic‑ 
ture looks like a black bar. The space where the painting 
hangs is most likely a gallery or museum space. The paint‑
ing is not very big, especially in comparison to its frame, 
which seems out of proportion. As the linen texture of the 
wall behind appears quite rough, it is likely that it is not 
very large, probably not more than 30 to 35 centimeters in 
height. The frame is made of decorated wood, probably 
painted gold and consists of five different borders with 
different heights. Three out of the five borders have deco‑
rative patterns on them, the outside border is the highest 
and the inside border the lowest, allowing the eye to focus 
on the painting. The painting is slightly higher than it is 
wide, but more square than most portraits. The painting is 
obviously the focal point of the picture and painted in such 
a manner that one can see the brush strokes, especially 
because they vary in color. These colors form more solid 
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A picture of a painting of a portrait of a white man with an 
orange beard, wearing a blue jacket and a grey hat. The 
painting hangs against a light grey or white wall that has a 
slightly red tone, most likely a result of how the camera 
lens interpreted the light and its color spectrum. The paint‑
ing has two spot lights on it, which is clear from the two 
drop shadows under and slightly to the left of the painting. 
The light comes from above, making a dark shadow on  
the top few centimeters of the painting, which on the pic‑ 
ture looks like a black bar. The space where the painting 
hangs is most likely a gallery or museum space. The paint‑
ing is not very big, especially in comparison to its frame, 
which seems out of proportion. As the linen texture of the 
wall behind appears quite rough, it is likely that it is not 
very large, probably not more than 30 to 35 centimeters in 
height. The frame is made of decorated wood, probably 
painted gold and consists of five different borders with 
different heights. Three out of the five borders have deco‑
rative patterns on them, the outside border is the highest 
and the inside border the lowest, allowing the eye to focus 
on the painting. The painting is slightly higher than it is 
wide, but more square than most portraits. The painting is 
obviously the focal point of the picture and painted in such 
a manner that one can see the brush strokes, especially 
because they vary in color. These colors form more solid 
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colors when looked at from a distance. The brush strokes 
often follow the features of the depicted object, the man. 
The man is depicted in front of a dark blue background and 
radiating around his head, white and pinkish stokes inter‑
twine with varying shades of blue. The portrait ends on 
the chest, where the collar of his jacket comes together and 
the head of the man is turned slightly to the left. We see 
more of the right side of the mans hat, cheek and right ear. 
Under his hat, some short orange hairs can be seen. The 
length of the hairs of his beard, which includes a mous‑
tache, are a maximum of one and a half centimeters. The 
man has a sad look in his eyes, and looks straight at the 
viewer of the painting, or in this case the picture of the 
painting. This is highlighted through the way the painting 
is made, it almost looks as though all brush strokes radiate 
from the eyes. The skin color is made from strokes of pink, 
white, green, yellow, and red. The hat appears to be grey, 
the jacket blueish, with white stripes on the collar and  
a similar pattern on the rest of the fabric, just in a different 
direction. The man on the painting in the picture wears  
a white shirt, and an old‑fashioned tie. This is the only  
element that can formally identify the painting in a certain 
time‑frame, which seems to be late nineteenth century.  
All shadows in the painting have a blue or purple quality.

URL
http: // www. flickr. com /photos/
pachango /3680321897/

Dates
Taken on  June 29, 2009
 at 7.47 am ceST
posted to Flickr  July 1, 2009 
 at 8.34 am ceST

EXIF data
camera  canon eoS 40  D
exposure  5
Aperture  f/8.0
Focal Length  45 mm
iSo Speed  100
exposure bias  0  ev
Flash  off, Did not fire
File Size  4.5 Mb
File Type  Jpeg
MiMe Type  image /jpeg
image Width  2232
image height  2451
encoding process  baseline DcT,
 huffman coding
bits per Sample  8
color components  3
X‑Resolution  240 dpi
y‑Resolution  240 dpi
Software  Adobe photoshop cS  3 
 Macintosh
Date and Time (  Modified  )  
 2009:07:01 23:21:31
exposure program  
 Aperture‑priority Ae
Date and Time ( original  )  
 2009:06:29 07:47:02.00+02:00
Date and Time (  Digitized  )  
 2009:06:29 07:47:02
Max Aperture value  3.8
Metering Mode  
 center‑weighted average
Sub Sec Time original  00
Sub Sec Time Digitized  00
Focal plane X‑Resolution  
 4438.35616438356  dpi
Focal plane y‑Resolution  
 4445.96912521441   dpi
custom Rendered  Normal
exposure Mode  Auto
White balance  Auto
Scene capture Type  Standard
compression  Jpeg ( old‑style )
keywords  “ van gogh Museum”
XMpToolkit  Adobe XMp core 
 4.2‑c020 1.124078,
 Tue Sep 11 2007 23:21:40
viewing conditions  
illuminant Type  D 50
Measurement observer  cie 1931
Measurement Flare  0.999 %
Measurement illuminant  D 65

creator Tool  Adobe photoshop
 Lightroom
Metadata Date  2009:07:01 
 19:02:15+02:00
Lens  eF 28–105 mm 
 f /3.5–4.5 USM
image Number  0
Flash compensation  0
Format  image/tiff
Subject  “van gogh Museum”
Legacy ipTcDigest  A1D3A725b
 c1F5F5e8b181Db8A0694A9c
hierarchical Subject  
 “van gogh Museum”
color Transform  ycbcr
color Space  Unknown ( ‑1 )
Flash Return  No return detection
Flash Mode  off
Flash Function False
Flash Red eye Mode  False

Unique colors
283'901

Measure RGB
Red 5470632 152.482 0 255
green 5470632 134.542 0 255
blue 5470632 115.287 0 255

This photo belongs to
pachango’s photostream ( 2' 026 )

License
Attribution‑ShareAlike 2.0 generic

Privacy
This photo is visible to everyone

Flickr Groups
van gogh Museum ( Set: 86 )
Museum ( group: 70'849 )
Museum online ( group: 6'274 )
van gogh ( group: 1'165 )
van gogh Museum ( group: 855 )
vincent van gogh ( 1853–1890 ) 
( group: 422 )
vincent van gogh ( group: 175 )
Wiki loves art /NL ( group: 4'740 )

Geotag
geo: lon = 4.88118
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Flickr Tags
van gogh Museum
vincent van gogh
wiki loves art /nl
Amsterdam
pachango
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Self-Portrait with Felt Hat, 1888
Vincent van Gogh ( 1853–1890 )
Oil on Canvas, 44  ×  37.5 cm
Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam
( Vincent van Gogh Stichting   )
F 344

Van Gogh painted this self-portrait in 
the winter of 1887 – 1888, when he 
had been living in Paris for nearly two 
years. Since his arrival in the city he had 
devoted much study to the dotted Poin-
tillist technique, thereby learning how  
he might apply it in his own fashion. 
His use of brushstrokes running in a va-
riety of directions created a self-portrait 
with a halo-like circle round his head. 
This variation and the dynamics it cre-
ated were Van Gogh’s own contribution 
to the new style of painting.

Self-portraits
Interested in portraiture as a source of 
income, but unable to afford models 
while perfecting his skills, Van Gogh 
turns to his own image: “I deliberately 
bought a good mirror so that if I lacked 
a model I could work from my own 
likeness.” He paints at least 20 self-
portraits in Paris. The range of his ex-
periments in style and color can be read 
in the series. The earliest are executed 
in the grays and browns of his Brabant 
period; these somber colors soon give  
way to yellows, reds, greens, and blues, 
and his brushwork takes on the discon-
nected stroke of the Impressionists. To 
his sister he writes: “My intention is 
to show that a variety of very different 
portraits can be made of the same 
person.” One of the last portraits Van 
Gogh paints in Paris, Self-Portrait as 
an Artist, is a dramatic illustration of  
his personal and artistic identity.

Impressionism and the City
On February 27, 1886, Van Gogh 
arrives in Paris. He lives with Theo in 
Montmartre, an artists’ quarter. The 
move is formative in the development of 
his painting style. Theo, who manages 
the Montmartre branch of Goupil’s 
( now called Boussod, Valadon  &  Cie ), 
acquaints Van Gogh with the works of 

Claude Monet and other Impressionists. 
Previously he had known only Dutch 
painting and the French Realists; now 
he sees for himself how the Impression-
ists handle light and color, and treat 
their original themes from the town and 
country. For four months Van Gogh 
studies at the prestigious teaching atelier 
of Fernand Cormon, and he begins to 
meet the city’s modern artists, including 
Paul Gauguin, Henri de Toulouse-
Lautrec, Emile Bernard, Camille 
Pissarro, and John Russell.

Gogh Museum Stichting Van
Paulus Potterstraat 7
1071 CX Amsterdam
Netherlands
+  31 20 570 5200
www. vangoghmuseum. nl

Rated 4.3 out of 5.0, 870 reviews

The Van Gogh Museum is a museum 
in Amsterdam, Netherlands, featuring 
the works of the Dutch painter Vincent 
van Gogh and his contemporaries. It 
has the largest collection of Van Gogh’s 
paintings and drawings in the world.

Categories
Museum, Tourist Information Centre, 
Entertainment, Tourist Attractions

Hours
Mon  10 am   – 6 pm
Tue  10 am   – 6 pm
Wed  10 am   – 6 pm
Thu  10 am   – 6 pm
Fri  10 am   – 10 pm
Sat  Closed
Sun   10 am   – 6 pm

Transit
Tramstop van Baerlestraat ( 170 m) , 
Tram 2, 3, 5, 12 

Details
Admission: Adult 12.50; Student 
( 13  – 17 ) 2.50; Child ( 0    – 12 ) free
Season: Closed Jan 1
E-Mail: info @   vangoghmuseum. nl

Google search results  
“Self-Portrait with Felt Hat”
58'700 results

Facebook
Fans 260'017
Profile pictures 1
Pictures 1296
Videos 21
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colors when looked at from a distance. The brush strokes 
often follow the features of the depicted object, the man. 
The man is depicted in front of a dark blue background and 
radiating around his head, white and pinkish stokes inter‑
twine with varying shades of blue. The portrait ends on 
the chest, where the collar of his jacket comes together and 
the head of the man is turned slightly to the left. We see 
more of the right side of the mans hat, cheek and right ear. 
Under his hat, some short orange hairs can be seen. The 
length of the hairs of his beard, which includes a mous‑
tache, are a maximum of one and a half centimeters. The 
man has a sad look in his eyes, and looks straight at the 
viewer of the painting, or in this case the picture of the 
painting. This is highlighted through the way the painting 
is made, it almost looks as though all brush strokes radiate 
from the eyes. The skin color is made from strokes of pink, 
white, green, yellow, and red. The hat appears to be grey, 
the jacket blueish, with white stripes on the collar and  
a similar pattern on the rest of the fabric, just in a different 
direction. The man on the painting in the picture wears  
a white shirt, and an old‑fashioned tie. This is the only  
element that can formally identify the painting in a certain 
time‑frame, which seems to be late nineteenth century.  
All shadows in the painting have a blue or purple quality.
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Sub Sec Time Digitized  00
Focal plane X‑Resolution  
 4438.35616438356  dpi
Focal plane y‑Resolution  
 4445.96912521441   dpi
custom Rendered  Normal
exposure Mode  Auto
White balance  Auto
Scene capture Type  Standard
compression  Jpeg ( old‑style )
keywords  “ van gogh Museum”
XMpToolkit  Adobe XMp core 
 4.2‑c020 1.124078,
 Tue Sep 11 2007 23:21:40
viewing conditions  
illuminant Type  D 50
Measurement observer  cie 1931
Measurement Flare  0.999 %
Measurement illuminant  D 65

creator Tool  Adobe photoshop
 Lightroom
Metadata Date  2009:07:01 
 19:02:15+02:00
Lens  eF 28–105 mm 
 f /3.5–4.5 USM
image Number  0
Flash compensation  0
Format  image/tiff
Subject  “van gogh Museum”
Legacy ipTcDigest  A1D3A725b
 c1F5F5e8b181Db8A0694A9c
hierarchical Subject  
 “van gogh Museum”
color Transform  ycbcr
color Space  Unknown ( ‑1 )
Flash Return  No return detection
Flash Mode  off
Flash Function False
Flash Red eye Mode  False

Unique colors
283'901

Measure RGB
Red 5470632 152.482 0 255
green 5470632 134.542 0 255
blue 5470632 115.287 0 255

This photo belongs to
pachango’s photostream ( 2' 026 )

License
Attribution‑ShareAlike 2.0 generic

Privacy
This photo is visible to everyone

Flickr Groups
van gogh Museum ( Set: 86 )
Museum ( group: 70'849 )
Museum online ( group: 6'274 )
van gogh ( group: 1'165 )
van gogh Museum ( group: 855 )
vincent van gogh ( 1853–1890 ) 
( group: 422 )
vincent van gogh ( group: 175 )
Wiki loves art /NL ( group: 4'740 )

Geotag
geo: lon = 4.88118
geo: lat = 52.358612

Flickr Tags
van gogh Museum
vincent van gogh
wiki loves art /nl
Amsterdam
pachango
WLANL
Zelfportret
1887

1888
Self‑portrait
holland
Netherlands
flickr: user =pachango
wlanl: museum =vangogh
geo: locality =Amsterdam

Self-Portrait with Felt Hat, 1888
Vincent van Gogh ( 1853–1890 )
Oil on Canvas, 44  ×  37.5 cm
Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam
( Vincent van Gogh Stichting   )
F 344

Van Gogh painted this self-portrait in 
the winter of 1887 – 1888, when he 
had been living in Paris for nearly two 
years. Since his arrival in the city he had 
devoted much study to the dotted Poin-
tillist technique, thereby learning how  
he might apply it in his own fashion. 
His use of brushstrokes running in a va-
riety of directions created a self-portrait 
with a halo-like circle round his head. 
This variation and the dynamics it cre-
ated were Van Gogh’s own contribution 
to the new style of painting.

Self-portraits
Interested in portraiture as a source of 
income, but unable to afford models 
while perfecting his skills, Van Gogh 
turns to his own image: “I deliberately 
bought a good mirror so that if I lacked 
a model I could work from my own 
likeness.” He paints at least 20 self-
portraits in Paris. The range of his ex-
periments in style and color can be read 
in the series. The earliest are executed 
in the grays and browns of his Brabant 
period; these somber colors soon give  
way to yellows, reds, greens, and blues, 
and his brushwork takes on the discon-
nected stroke of the Impressionists. To 
his sister he writes: “My intention is 
to show that a variety of very different 
portraits can be made of the same 
person.” One of the last portraits Van 
Gogh paints in Paris, Self-Portrait as 
an Artist, is a dramatic illustration of  
his personal and artistic identity.

Impressionism and the City
On February 27, 1886, Van Gogh 
arrives in Paris. He lives with Theo in 
Montmartre, an artists’ quarter. The 
move is formative in the development of 
his painting style. Theo, who manages 
the Montmartre branch of Goupil’s 
( now called Boussod, Valadon  &  Cie ), 
acquaints Van Gogh with the works of 

Claude Monet and other Impressionists. 
Previously he had known only Dutch 
painting and the French Realists; now 
he sees for himself how the Impression-
ists handle light and color, and treat 
their original themes from the town and 
country. For four months Van Gogh 
studies at the prestigious teaching atelier 
of Fernand Cormon, and he begins to 
meet the city’s modern artists, including 
Paul Gauguin, Henri de Toulouse-
Lautrec, Emile Bernard, Camille 
Pissarro, and John Russell.

Gogh Museum Stichting Van
Paulus Potterstraat 7
1071 CX Amsterdam
Netherlands
+  31 20 570 5200
www. vangoghmuseum. nl

Rated 4.3 out of 5.0, 870 reviews

The Van Gogh Museum is a museum 
in Amsterdam, Netherlands, featuring 
the works of the Dutch painter Vincent 
van Gogh and his contemporaries. It 
has the largest collection of Van Gogh’s 
paintings and drawings in the world.

Categories
Museum, Tourist Information Centre, 
Entertainment, Tourist Attractions

Hours
Mon  10 am   – 6 pm
Tue  10 am   – 6 pm
Wed  10 am   – 6 pm
Thu  10 am   – 6 pm
Fri  10 am   – 10 pm
Sat  Closed
Sun   10 am   – 6 pm

Transit
Tramstop van Baerlestraat ( 170 m) , 
Tram 2, 3, 5, 12 

Details
Admission: Adult 12.50; Student 
( 13  – 17 ) 2.50; Child ( 0    – 12 ) free
Season: Closed Jan 1
E-Mail: info @   vangoghmuseum. nl

Google search results  
“Self-Portrait with Felt Hat”
58'700 results

Facebook
Fans 260'017
Profile pictures 1
Pictures 1296
Videos 21
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NPov

BiAs 

perspectiVe

quAntity

N
Wikipedia uses the neutral point 
of View (npoV) principle to make 
sure articles are written from an 
editorially neutral standpoint. But 
how does this ‘neutrality’ relate 
to the representation of art on 
Wikipedia? With paintings, things 
are relatively easy, but how do 
you photograph a sculpture in 
a ‘neutral’ way? thoughtlessly, 
we assume it to be normal that 
the Boijmans van Beuningen 
museum curator photographed 
edgar degas’ Little Dancer of 
Fourteen Years from the front, 
and thus in a compelling way 
says: this is how you should look 
at this beautiful piece of art. But 
why should we? the girl has a 
beautiful back too.
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owNersHiP

community

pAnic reAction

shAre ALike

the very reason this book 
exists is the concept of sharing. 
Without people willing to share 
the products of their creativity, 
the project would rather be 
called ‘individuals Love Art’. 
the very premise on which 
most artist base their work is 
to show it to others, share it 
with people who appreciate it, 
form an opinion about it or have 
conversations around it. many of 
the contesters’ photos on Flickr 
generate substantial discussion: 
they have become social objects. 
not having the photo available 
on this page leaves us with an 
empty canvas and not much to 
talk about. o01

O
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PaNiC reaCtioN

Artist

oWnership

siGnAture

erik van tuijn works at the 
Gemeentemuseum den haag 
as coordinator digital media and 
is responsible for innovation, 
development and editing of 
‘all things web’.

P
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PaNiC reaCtioN
BY erik 

vaN tUiJN
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Notes

1 in fact, anyone who thinks that museums can’t ban photography, or aren’t allowed to, has missed the point. Although museums 
are government bodies with a public function, and are in the ‘public domain’ in that sense, they are explicitly excluded from 
the rule in the netherlands to the effect that objects that can be seen from the public domain can be freely photographed. the 
choice of whether or not to allow photography in the galleries is therefore one for the museums to take. 

2 http://www.freedomdefined.org
3 m. van Grunsven, ‘We’re all pirates’ interview with matt mason, De Groene Amsterdammer, 134 (2010) 36, 09.09.2010, p. 45.
4 As is the case for museums displaying older art, since their collections are in the public domain already, according to Wikimedia.
5 one instance is the rights to the music of the Beatles, which were bought up by michael Jackson and which are probably now 

held by his heirs, or might have been sold to one of his creditors.
6 holtzman was also mondrian’s testamentary executor
7 the ‘J/W’ codes used earlier in this text.
8 h. Janssen, mondriaan in the Gemeentemuseum, the hague 2009 p.92
9 For this, museums can fall back on the public domain charter prepared by europeana, so that the groundwork has actually 

already been done.
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overview of participating 
museums according to the 
amount of images contributed by 
WLA/nL photographers. N
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4.644
total number of photo’s contributed on Flickr

294
total number of contributers
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PersPeCtive

detAiL

improVed

npoV
p01

p03

p02

P
throughout history, artists have 
been trying to capture perspective 
in paintings. photography made 
this commitment redundant; 
it just became too easy (some 
technicalities with lenses aside). 
the painting St Luke Painting 
the Virgin  features a double 
perspective: the perspective Van 
heemskerck tries to capture and 
the perspective within st Luke’s 
painting. Given this somewhat 
layered context, it is curious to 
see that some participants added 
a third layer – a ‘dog’s eye view’ 
for those who wonder what their 
faithful companion would see 
going through a museum? 
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A portrait can be really 
mesmerizing. it’s a confrontation 
with a person captured in a work 
of art. What was on his mind? how 
did he live his life? sometimes by 
looking closely at the expressions 
of the portrait you can find out 
more than you thought, like a 
biography without words. Are the 
WLA/nL photographers making 
new portraits by zooming and 
cropping in on existing paintings? 

Portrait

BiAs

detAiLs

eyes

p07

p08 p09

p06

p05

p04

P
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p10

p13

p16

p14

p17 p18

p15

p12
p11
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qUalitY

Brushstrokes 

context

detAiL

q05

q02q01

q04q03

q06

how many digital reproductions 
of a painting you need, when 
theoretically, only one (but a 
very good one) is good enough? 
usually, the museum that 
holds the work of art in its 
collection also takes care of its 
photographic reproduction – and 
of the quality control around it. 
But when this process becomes 
crowdsourced who decides 
what is good and what is bad? 
notions of color brilliance and 
saturation might be locally 
flavored. After Wikipedians took 
up the role of the curator, will the 
curator take up the role of the 
Wikipedian?

Q
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q12

q14
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qUaNtitY

detAiL

npoV

quALity

Q
q16q15

q18q17

q19

pop artist Andy Warhol once 
said ‘don’t pay any attention 
to what they write about you. 
Just measure it in inches.’ the 
same strategy could be applied 
to works of art: ‘Just measure 
it in pixels’. in other words: the 
greater the artwork, the more 
pixels are spent on it online. 
there is something to say for 
judging art only on quantitative 
information. After all, most of us 
have seen the best da Vinci’s 
only through reproduction, no? 
so, go forth and reproduce: 
monalize the art!
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re-Use

cycLe

shAre ALike

VALue

in Wikipedia projects, everybody 
can re-use work that has 
been added to its corpus, as 
long as proper attribution is 
given to the rights holder. 
Beautiful wiki photographs 
can be re-used in magazines 
and give photographers, often 
amateurs, the chance to appear 
in a variety of publications. Like 
this photograph by one of the 
WLA/nL participants, re-used 
in the magazine of the maritiem 
museum in rotterdam. r01

R
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reCaPtUre

AppropriAtion

context

npoV

in a time where most people 
carry around a camera and have 
internet access, taking and 
sharing photos is as normal as 
sending an e-mail or calling your 
mom. Being captured and shared 
across the web is a threat for 
some, and a bliss for others. 
how different was that back in 
the days, when this couple was 
captured in a photo during the 
liberation of the netherlands 
in WWii. Being photographed 
doesn’t seem to bother them – 
what would they have thought 
of their picture being recaptured, 
and used in Wikipedia?  r02

R
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reverse

AppropriAtion

mAnipuLAte

upGrAde

R
Amie dicke is an artist who 
lives and works in Amsterdam, 
the netherlands. her work 
refers to violence, destruction 
and beauty. Amie often makes 
use of ready-made objects and 
images which she maims by 
various means. For this book, 
she created a haunting reversal 
of the traditional process of 
photo-printing by downloading 
images from the WLA/nL 
database, printing them out 
and soaking them in water so 
that the ink would flow and the 
picture disappears, leaving only 
a ghost-image behind. A picture 
dissappears and a new image 
emerges at the same time.
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reverse 
BY aMie 

DiCke
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A world in which every single human being can freely share 
in the sum of all knowledge. that is what Wikipedia commits 
itself to by building a free encyclopedia that, beside reading, 
everyone can edit, share, and re-use. the use of a creative 
commons shareAlike (cc-By-sA) license is pivotal to ensure 
the success of this mission.

As Wikipedia grows so does the de facto standard of sharing 
cultural heritage information and media under an open license. 
the Amsterdam museum recently released their complete 
digitized collection under a shareAlike license, this contains 
of 50.000 images of dutch cultural heritage. the dutch royal 
tropical institute already have a long standing presence on 
Wikipedia because they share their archive under conditions 
that make them compatible with Wikipedia. these are only a 
few examples of the usefulness of a standard license to share 
cultural material among the masses.

An open license is fundamentally important because by default 
it is not allowed to distribute, remix, or  build upon material 
that you find online without first contacting the rights holder 
of the material. Wikipedia cannot work with this. it needs a 
way to openly share all contributions. By adopting a cc-By-sA 
license the Wikimedia foundation ensured interoperability and 
re-usability of their encyclopedia.

creative commons (cc) licenses grants user specific 
permissions to (re-)use creative works. cc employs six 
major variations of licenses that permit different aspects of 
distribution, remixing and license transfer. cc-By-sA is one 
of the most liberal of these flavors by allowing remixing, even 
for commercial use, and derivative works as long as correct 
attribution is given and derived works are shared under a 
similar license.

sHare alike

ArchiVe 

community

pAnic reAction

S
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Creative Commons 
attribution — sharealike

You are free
To Share  – to copy, distribute and 
transmit the work
To Remix – to adapt the work

Under the following conditions
Attribution – you must attribute 
the work in the manner specified 
by the author or licensor (but not 
in any way that suggests that 
they endorse you or your use of 
the work).
Share Alike – if you alter, 
transform, or build upon this 
work, you may distribute the 
resulting work only under the 
same or similar license to this 
one.

By adopting cc-By-sA, all texts and photos on Wkipedia 
become compatible with other open collaborative platforms 
like encyclopedia of Life and Google knol. this creates an 
environment where information and knowledge can flow free 
and be built upon. that environment has produced well over 10 
million articles, 1 billion edits and over 9 million freely usable 
images. 

these images come from thousands of photographers using 
a shareAlike license. some professional photographers like 
sebastiaan ter Burg use the creative commons shareAlike 
license for all their photographs. some 150 of these are now 
adopted in articles on Wikipedia. photographs of dutch 
politicians taken between 1969 and 1994 by famous dutch 
photographer rob croes are also found all over Wikipedia 
because they were made available by the dutch national 
Archive under these open conditions. not only does a 
shareAlike license ensure that these photos are freely 
accessible, but also that they can remain relevant for a long 
period of time by adding to the context of an Wikipedia article. 

many of the Wiki Loves Art/nL photographers are now part of 
this community that creates context and value for the world’s 
knowledge. over 4.500 photos were added to this corpus of 
free re-usable material on Wikipedia. these photos are already 
becoming part of our accessible online cultural heritage and 
create a precedent for future projects that keep Wikipedia as 
a growing encyclopedia that wants to share the sum of all 
knowledge. 
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siGNatUre

detAiL

VALue

Lucky crop

our part of the world tends to 
connect beauty to authenticity, 
which we verify through the 
presence of the master’s 
signature. it adds to the 
experience when our eyes 
wander the canvas to find that 
all-important sign of authenticity, 
mostly on the bottom right.
these days, it’s hard to find 
a tourist in Amsterdam who 
has not spent money on items 
carrying the ‘Vincent signature’: 
a superbrand for a painter, who 
sold only one painting during his 
lifetime. 

s01

S
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sUrPlUs

cAtALoGue

cycLe  

quAntity

the economic value of art 
on the global art market is 
defined by scarcity and rarity. 
the act of art reproduction is 
often seen as inferior and is 
valued Lesser Artistic objects 
– be them brilliant forgeries 
or cheap mona Lisa mugs. 
ironically, most people would 
not have recognized the Great 
Art of the world if it was not 
for these reproductions – it is 
simply impossible to see all 
the originals. in the depots of 
the Wikipedia museum, many 
slightly different reproductions 
of the same work of art live an 
unglamorous, unseen life. can 
we have too much art, or should 
we embrace a symbolic surplus?

s05

S
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taG

cycLe

JuxtApose

metAdAtA

T
traditionally, museum objects 
were labeled in a hierarchical 
system or taxonomy, which 
described aspects of the 
object such as age, origin and 
ownership. in the digital realm 
however, these traditional 
taxonomies have to compete 
with bottom-up types of 
classification. Like tags, the little 
pieces of meta-information we 
use to capture knowledge about 
digital photography, for example. 
since everyone nowadays is a 
curator of his or her private online 
museum, art goes everywhere. t01
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text

context

metAdAtA

siGnAture

t02 t03

t06 t07

T
there are two kinds of art lovers. 
the first group wants to know 
where they’re looking at, they 
read the descriptions first and 
only after carefully studying 
name, title and other information, 
they care to look at the work of 
art before their eyes. the second 
group doesn’t want to know 
things, they want to see things. 
Both parents of ritanila, the 
Flickr user who took the photos 
on this page, come from one of 
beforementioned groups.
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UNloCkiNG

cycLe

oWnership

shAre ALike

mariska de Wit is an independent 
art lawyer specialised in legal 
matters involving art and cultural 
heritage. mariska writes 
regularly on art law issues. 
in her writings, copyright issues 
for museums are a recurrent 
subject.

U
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UNloCkiNG
BY Mariska 

De wit
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UPGraDe

improVed

mAnipuLAte

oWnership

teun castelein is an artist based  
in Amsterdam, the netherlands.  
in his work he displays a 
fascination for the banality of 
contemporary visual culture, 
without neccesarily critiqueing 
this. For this book he created 
contemporary ‘updates’  
of old paintings, photographed 
during the WLA/nL contest.  
in his world, a lemon on a vanitas 
painting gets a supermarket 
brand sticker and mickey mouse 
has dinner with the potato 
eaters. maybe this strategy will 
prolong the digital life of the 
paintings?

U
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UPGraDe
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User

AmAteur

oWnership

you

in web 2.0 business terminology, 
humans of flesh and blood and 
an inner life are being referred 
to as ‘users’. But what is a 
user? everybody always uses 
something on any given moment 
of the day. A photographer 
not only uses his eyes (and his 
camera as an extention of his 
eyes), but even more he uses 
the subject before his camera. 
in these two pictures, you 
see one picture in the making 
and one just being made. the 
photographer used his subjects, 
as much as they where just using 
the little bronze statue. in the 
arts, it is to use and to be used. 
Get used to it.

U
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valUe

AmAteur

oWnership

shAre ALike 

60,–

0,–V
if we would calculate the value 
of all 4.644 Wiki Loves Art/nL 
pictures based on what a similar 
photo from the dutch national 
image Bank would cost, the 
collection represents a total 
sum of €278.640,00. But we 
won’t, as it is not the intention 
of the project to sell anything. 
rather, we’d see these pictures 
live happy lives on Wikipedia 
articles, in education material 
and as the raw material for new 
art. so yes, these pictures are 
worth nothing, yet they are 
invaluable for society.
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V02

WLA_opmaak.indb   227 18-08-11   14:30



wiNNers

FrAminG

GooGLiFicAtion

Lucky crop

Best Picture 
By Efraa
“the ambience is very tangible 
in this picture, the picture makes 
you curious and is very well 
suited to illustrate Wikipedia 
articles. perfect combination 
of good representation of the 
object and ambience.” 
– Jury comment W01

W
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Best 2D picture 
By Andrévanb
“Very interesting picture, 
provides a lot of information 
about the painting technique 
and brush strokes of the 
artist. it is a very powerful 
picture. We have seen many 
excellent reproductions of 
two-dimensional works. this 
photograph is unique because 
the choice of a detail of this 
painting, it required creativity  
on behalf of the photographer.”   
– Jury comment

wiNNers

Brushstrokes

detAiL

Lucky crop

W
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Best 3D picture  
By Robertsnl
“Both objects are mutually 
reinforcing in this picture: good 
combination between the 
wooden staircase and the statue 
by rodin. Both the interior of the 
museum and the object are well 
portrayed in this picture. many 
participants in WLA /nL have 
photographed these two items 
together but this photographer 
has done the best job.”  
– Jury comment

wiNNers

context

FrAminG

x-FActor

W

WLA_opmaak.indb   232 18-08-11   14:30



W03

WLA_opmaak.indb   233 18-08-11   14:30



Fourth place
By Jorg>>
“technically good photograph, 
unpretentious, no fuss.” 
– Jury comment W04

wiNNers

quALity

npoV

zero comments

W
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Fifth place
By Kattefretter
“perfect representation of the 
object, perfectly suited for use in 
a catalogue.” – Jury comment W05

wiNNers

AmAteur

cAtALoGue

quALity

W
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sixth place
By Michelelovesart
“Good choice of detail from 
the painting, interesting detail 
selected.” – Jury comment W06

wiNNers

detAiL

eyes

Lucky crop

W
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seventh place
By Koopmanrob
“strong choice of subject, the 
photographer was the only one 
to portray these figures, nice 
contrast.” – Jury comment

wiNNers

drAmA

FrAminG

portrAit

W

WLA_opmaak.indb   240 18-08-11   14:30



W07

WLA_opmaak.indb   241 18-08-11   14:30



eight place
By Mwibawa
“the object has been 
photographed with a great sense 
of drama, a lot of attention for the 
ambience. the photograph is a 
little bit under-exposed.” 
– Jury comment

wiNNers

drAmA

perspectiVe

x-FActor

W
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Ninth place
By Mchangsp
“the photo does justice to the 
subject, beautiful panorama. 
the only disturbing aspect of the 
composition is the open door on 
the left. the composition would 
be more beautiful if it was left 
out.” – Jury comment

W09

wiNNers

improVed

mAnipuLAte

perspectiVe

W
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Jury proposal
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tenth place
By Mystic_Mabel
“this picture combines the 
parking icon, the police logo and 
the ns logo on a typical dutch 
sign, so double score!” 
– Jury comment W10

wiNNers

context

quAntity

zero comments

W
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x-FaCtor

hoLy GrAiL 

Winner

you

it is commonly accepted that 
appreciation for the arts can and 
should be learned. these days, 
the Flickr photo community 
shows us that they need little 
encouragement when it comes 
to appreciating the works of the 
artist. here, tokens of appreciation 
are as ill-favored as they are 
abundant. the shear excess has 
converted it into a currency that 
lost all of its luster. Whereas 
earning appreciation used to be 
something for an elected few, 
this makes clear that too low a 
threshold devaluates the very idea 
behind it. 

X
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YoU

pArticipAnts

portrAit

user

Y y02

y05y01

y08 y09

y11 y12

do you remember the day that 
you where honored as time
magazine’s person of the year, 
back in 2006? yes. they where 
talking about you. do you 
remember how you felt when 
you heard the good news? or 
where you minding your own 
business, living your busy online 
life, creating and selecting 
content? Just like you did with 
such a relentless effort for the 
Wiki Loves Art/nL project? 
thank you.
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y03 y04

y06 y07

y10

y13 y14
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the web is a social place where 
people have become more than 
mere ‘consumers’ of information. 
We constantly add all kinds of 
information, mostly in reaction to 
others. Facebook’s ‘Like’ button 
brought the threshold to interact 
with others online to an all-time 
low. every minute, thousands 
of ‘Likes’ are sent out into the 
world, and everybody gets pokes 
or comments these days. social 
ranking is of primary concern, so 
it must be devastating to receive 
no feedback at all, like the picture 
on the right. maybe there was 
nothing to say after this picture 
was made. or should ‘Like’ 
buttons be added on Wikipedia?

zero CoMMeNts

AmAteur

community

x-FActor

Z
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http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/ 
Commons:wiki_loves_art_Netherlands
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this book is a publication by 
creative commons netherlands 
and was published as a follow-up 
to and documentation of the Wiki 
Loves Art/nL photocontest that 
was held in 2009. the publication 
was realized with the support of 
the ministry of education, culture 
and science and the mondriaan 
Foundation.
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